Minutes, Delaware State Federation of NARFE zoom meeting
June 13, 2025

The meeting was called to order @10:00 am by President Vinnie Warr

Attendees: Stephen Abney (Winter Haven, FL), Jim Blakeslee( Coastal),Celeste Bridell( Newark), Mike
Halpert ( Western Sussex), Bill Krouse( PA Federation President), Mark Oliver(Wilmington), Michael Ryan(
NJ Federation President), Paul Schwartz( Region II V.P.), Ken Sosnse( Coastal Sussex), Tom
Sutor(Wilmington), Larry Trombello(Coastal Sussex), Donna Wilkerson( Western Sussex).

Vinnie opened the meeting by greeting all and noting that this meeting’s purpose was to select the Delaware
Federation officers for the 2025-26 NARFE year. She then asked outgoing treasurer, Jim Blakeslee for his final
report.

Treasurers final report for 2024-25: Jim discussed his report which he e mailed to Federation members in
advance of this meeting. He reminded chapter presidents of the availability of reimbursement from the
Federation for the $160 registration for LEGcom25 for each chapter

member who attended. He also noted that the Federation 990N for FY 2025 had been sent to the IRS.
Additionally, the Zoom invoice of $159.90 for May, 2025-May 2026 was paid on Junel.

Ken Sosne asked about annual chapter audits and Jim said that they were still being done.

He closed by thanking all who supported and worked with him during his 15 years of service to the Federation.
Thank you Jim and best wishes!

Region II V.P.: Paul checked with the Maryland’s Democratic Congressional delegation regarding their plans
to fight provisions in the “One Big Beautiful Bill” that target Federal employees and retirees. He felt that the
delegation did not seem to have concrete plan and emphasized that the time for action is now and that everyone
was at risk to be hurt by this bill. Tom Sutor said he had felt the same way after speaking with the Delaware
Democrats. Paul also mentioned the CBO’s report on the bill should be used to provide arguments against the
bill as it stands now.

On a personal note, one of Paul’s latest letters to the Baltimore Sun is going to be reprinted on their OpEd page.
Good news!

Nominations for new Federation Officers: Vinnie announced that the floor was open for nominations. Only
one candidate was nominated for each of the 4 officers: President- Ken Sosne

Vice President- Vinnie Warr

Secretary- Mark Oliver

Treasurer- Mike Halpert

The slate was approved by unanimous consent and the officers were inducted by Paul Schwartz.

Ken Sosne requested all chapter presidents to provide him with a list of their current officers. Vinnie said she
would get the forms to the presidents and Ken that they need to update the information on the NARFE website.
Only presidents and secretaries are permitted to make changes. Bill Krouse advised us to add the new officers to
the site before deleting the previous names.

Ken closed his remarks by thanking Vinnie for her dedicated service as Federation President and her assistance
in facilitating the transition to new leadership. This, in turn, was echoed by all attending.

The meeting adjourned at 10:40am

Mark Oliver
Delaware Federation Secretary



