
     In addition to the May NARFE Bill Tracker, I'm providing some additional information with 

respect to HR 3289, which is not included with the Bill Tracker. 

The proposed legislation entitled the Fiscal Commission ACT, would provide for the creation of 

a bipartisan, bicameral commission tasked with stabilizing the national debt and restoring the 

solvency of federal trust funds (like Social Security and Medicare).   I myself am not quite sure 

how the Legislation would accomplish it's goals and feel quite concerned about the possible 

actions the Commission may take in its attempt to reach those goals.  Primarily, cutting benefits 

rather than raising the cap to increase revenues. 

     Here are some of the Pros & Cons of this legislation. 

Pros 

• Fast-Track Action: The bill forces Congress to hold expedited up-or-down votes on the 

commission's recommendations without any amendments, preventing bills from stalling 

in committee. 

• Solvency Goals: It sets clear, actionable targets to improve trust fund solvency for at 

least 75 years and targets stabilizing the debt-to-GDP ratio to under 100% by 2039. 

• Bipartisan Requirement: Recommendations require a majority vote that must include at 

least two members from each political party, ensuring cross-party compromise. [1, 2] 

Cons 

• Lack of Public Transparency: There is no strict requirement for the commission’s 

deliberations to be open to the public. 

• Fast-Track Risks: The no-amendment, fast-track structure raises the risk that a large, 

complex, and poorly vetted fiscal package could be forced into law. 

• Retiree Benefit Concerns: Advocacy groups like the Alliance for Retired Americans 

strongly oppose the bill, fearing the framework heavily emphasizes mandatory cuts to 

vital earned programs (Social Security and Medicare) over revenue increases. [1, 2] 

You can track the full text and legislative history of the proposal on Congress.gov. 
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